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Abstract Keywords:

This study aims to analyze the effectiveness of evidence-based, Communication
logical persuasive communication strategies in educational strategy,

counseling to persuade parents to consider higher education in Logical persuasion,
China through scholarship programs. The research method used a Educational
gualitative approach with case study analysis and in-depth counseling,
interviews with parents and students who have participated in Chinese scholarship,
scholarship programs in China. The results show that an approach Educational

based on statistical data, testimonials, and analysis of China's management.

academic excellence significantly increased parental acceptance of
education options in China. The implication of this study is the
importance of educational counselors mastering evidence-based,
logical persuasive techniques to reduce resistance and increase
parental confidence in educational alternatives abroad.

1. Introduction

According to Law No. 20 of 2003 concerning the National Education System, education is a
conscious and planned effort to create a learning atmosphere and process so that students actively
develop their potential to possess spiritual and religious strength, self-control, personality, intelligence,
noble character, and the skills needed by themselves and society. Education is a deliberate effort to
influence and assist children with the goal of improving their knowledge, physical, and moral well-
being, gradually leading them to achieve their highest goals and aspirations. This is so that children can
have a happy life and that their actions benefit themselves, society, nation, state, and religion.[1]
According to Nurcholis (2013): "Education is a process encompassing three dimensions: the individual,
society, or national community, and all the contents of reality, both material and spiritual, which play a
role in determining the nature, destiny, and form of humans and society."[2] Education is one of the
main pillars in advancing a nation, and access to quality education is key to improving the competence
of human resources.

In today's globalized context, many Indonesian students are exploring educational opportunities
abroad, including in China, which offers a variety of attractive scholarship programs. However, the
journey to further education abroad often faces challenges and obstacles that require effective
management strategies, particularly in the educational counseling process.

As Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change
the world.”[3] This statement emphasizes the importance of education in achieving a better future.
Quality education enables individuals to not only develop personally, but also contribute significantly
to society and the nation.

From a religious perspective, a hadith of the Prophet Muhammad SAW teaches about the
importance of seeking knowledge, with the words, "Seek knowledge even if you go to China" and in the
verse of the Koran it is stated "seeking knowledge is obligatory for all Muslims"[4]. This shows that
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seeking knowledge knows no boundaries, even to distant countries. If it is related to the attitude of
Indonesian students, studying in China is a concrete step that reflects this spirit.

In the era of globalization, studying abroad has become a strategic option for improving students'
competencies. China, as one of the countries with the fastest growing education sector, offers various
scholarship programs such as the Chinese Government Scholarship (CSC), the Confucius Institute
Scholarship, and scholarships from prestigious universities like Tsinghua University and Peking
University. However, many parents in Indonesia still have reservations due to language barriers, cultural
differences, and perceptions about educational quality.

Educational counselors play a crucial role in providing accurate information and convincing
parents about the benefits of studying in China. An evidence-based, logical persuasion approach is key
to changing perceptions and increasing parental interest. This study aims to analyze the effectiveness of
this communication strategy in the context of educational counseling.

This paper discusses the importance of applying a logical approach to educational counseling
as an effective management strategy. By utilizing this approach, educational counselors can encourage
and motivate students' parents to not only consider but also encourage them to continue their education
in China. This logical approach is expected to help students' parents understand the benefits and potential
of education abroad, as well as provide solutions to various problems they may encounter.

Through an in-depth analysis of counseling strategies, program development, and appropriate
resource management, this research aims to provide comprehensive insights to educators, counselors,
and parents. This is expected to create an educational ecosystem that supports students in exploring and
utilizing study opportunities in China through available scholarship programs.

2. Background

Education is one of the main keys to developing quality human resources. In Indonesia, great
potential lies in the younger generation who desire better access to higher education, including through
studying abroad. China, with its continuously developing education system and diverse scholarship
programs, is an attractive option for Indonesian students seeking to improve their academic and personal
competencies. However, despite these opportunities, many students remain hesitant and lack sufficient
information to take this step.

Why should you continue your education abroad? Choosing to continue your education abroad
is the dream of many students and parents. However, many remain skeptical about the benefits and
reasons why Indonesian students should continue their education abroad. Obtaining a scholarship to
continue their education abroad is actually easier than continuing their education domestically. Why?
"Currently, the college enrollment rate for high school and vocational high school graduates is only 31
percent across Indonesia. Of course, this is a shared concern, because there are still 69 percent (high
school and vocational high school graduates) who do not attend college," he said.

In a public lecture themed "The Role of Research and Digital Technology in Driving the Transformation
of Higher Education in Indonesia," Muhamad Hasan Chabibie explained that there are many factors
contributing to the low enrollment rate for high school and vocational high school students in Indonesia.

"There are many factors, especially economic factors. Continuing education from high school
to vocational high school requires significant costs. Although there are more universities in Indonesia
than there are abroad, in terms of quantity, we don't yet know the quality,” he said.
https://www.wartakita.org/memprihatinkan-hanya-31-persen-lulusan-sma-smk-yang-melanjutkan-
kuliah-ini-yang-harus-dilakukan/ [5].

Here are some reasons why parents hesitate to send their children to study in China, including economic,
cultural, and cultural considerations:
2.1. Economic Aspects

Cost of Education and Living: Many parents hesitate because they consider the cost of education
and daily living in China to be quite expensive. Although scholarship programs are available, not all
parents know how to access them or meet the necessary requirements.

Economic Uncertainty: Parents may be concerned about the current economic conditions, both in
Indonesia and China, which may impact their ability to finance education and life abroad.
2.2. Cultural Aspects
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Adaptation to Social Change: Parents may feel uncertain about their child's ability to adapt to
different cultures and social customs, including ways of interacting, customs, and dress. This is a
problem for students who have never experienced traveling abroad.

2.3. Psychological Aspects

Self-Confidence Level: Uncertainty and concerns about their child's academic and social

abilities in a new environment can make parents hesitate to take the step of studying abroad.
Concerns about a Safe Environment: Some parents may feel anxious about the safety and social stability
in China because their child has never been abroad. By understanding these doubts, counselors can
design effective strategies and programs to convince parents to support their children in studying in
China.

Based on this phenomenon, it is crucial to develop effective management strategies in
educational counseling. A logical approach can be a valuable tool in helping parents understand the
long-term benefits of studying abroad, especially in China, and providing them with a clear roadmap for
accessing scholarship programs. With a well-planned strategy, parents can overcome various obstacles
they face, such as concerns related to cultural differences, language differences, and the learning
environment.

Implementing a logical approach to educational counseling can include various steps, such as:
a)Counseling and Information: Conducting seminars and sharing sessions to provide in-depth
information about educational opportunities in China, including scholarship criteria and how to prepare
competitive application documents.
b)Mentoring: Providing direct guidance and counseling services to help students design study plans that
align with their interests and potential.
¢)Institutional Cooperation: Building partnerships between educational institutions in Indonesia and
universities in China, which can open broader access and provide confidence in choosing to continue
studying abroad.

3.PURPOSE

The goal of implementing this strategy is to increase parental confidence in educational
programs in China through scholarships, equipping them with the knowledge and skills needed to adapt
and succeed in a new academic environment. Thus, through a better education, students not only
improve their quality of life but also contribute positively to society and the country.
3.1. Problem Formulation

We recall Albert Einstein's quote, "Education is not the learning of facts, but the training of
the mind to think." [6]. By providing appropriate guidance and assistance, we can facilitate students not
only in pursuing education but also in developing critical and innovative thinking, which is essential in
today's era of globalization. Parents can directly monitor student progress by receiving information
directly from counseling.
3.2. Problem Overview

Educational counseling is part of the education system that aims to assist parents and students
in planning their education and career development. In the context of  educational globalization, an
increasing number of students are seeking opportunities to study abroad, particularly in China. With
the variety of scholarship programs offered, it is important to understand effective management
strategies in educational counseling to motivate parents and students. This review will examine relevant
literature on educational counseling management, logical approaches, learning motivation, and the
influence of scholarship programs on student decisions.
3.3 Research Methods

Management in educational counseling involves planning, organizing, implementing, and
evaluating counseling programs to meet the needs of parents and students. According to Gysbers &
Henderson (2012), “effective management in educational counseling focuses on achieving positive
outcomes for students through targeted program development.” [7]. For example, because the
implementation of the scholarship program was restarted after the Covid-19 pandemic, a format was
created that made it easier for parents and students to receive information through social media
networks, namely TikTok, Instagram, and so on. Then, a Google Form was also created so that students

794
This is an open-access article under the CC BY-SA license. @ @
Copyright © 2025 by Author e —


https://conference.ut.ac.id/index.php/fusion

T, Proceedings of Forum for University Scholars in Interdisciplinary Opportunities and
{ : L Networking

6\0 Graduate School, Universitas Terbuka
FU https://conference.ut.ac.id/index.php/fusion

could write completely according to their wishes and at the same time parents could directly prove and
accompany their students. According  to Dollarhide & Miller (2006), “Educational counselors act as
leaders who design and implement strategies to support students' academic and social-emotional
development” [8].

A logical approach in educational counseling refers to the application of analytical and rational
thinking in supporting the decisions of parents and students, namely by guiding parents and students to
participate in sharing sessions and introduction programs for university profiles and desired majors.
According to Sanchez et al. (2018), "this approach includes collecting and analyzing accurate data on
educational choices, as well as providing relevant information to help students make decisions that are
in accordance with their choices." [9] For example, there are three universities that offer vocational
scholarship programs that are in line with the majors desired by students and these universities are
integrated with industrial cooperation both domestically and abroad. The three universities are Changsha
Social Work College, Liming Vocational University, and Suzhou Polytechnic Institute of Agriculture.
"By using a logical approach, counselors can help students formulate realistic educational goals to
achieve them" (McMahon et al., 2017). [10]

4. Method

This logical approach utilizes a Sharing Session method, introducing the profiles of three
universities and their majors. It provides a detailed explanation of how to apply for this scholarship
program, including educational materials related to travel costs and preparation, as well as an
understanding of the cost of living in China. This helps students and parents understand that China isn't
as expensive as they might imagine.

Once parents and students understand this, the counselor guides them through filling out a
Google form to assess their interests. The counselor then groups them according to their university and
major preferences.

After the counseling strategy was implemented with parents and students, the results were
analyzed. Early in the exploration, there were common obstacles, such as a lack of trust from students
and parents, as they deeply care about their own safety and security.

All of this requires mental courage and determination from both students and parents. The
counselor, a former student scholarship program participant in China, has mastered this logical approach
in counseling parents and students.

5. Results and Discussion
5.1 Results

The following is an example of counseling progress with a logical approach strategy
experienced by counselors: the latest research approach in 2024 - 2025.
5.1.1 Logical Approach 1 in 2024. Before the consultation on major choices, some students withdrew
based on classic problems as explained in the economic, cultural and psychological aspects.
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4 DEVIFADILLAH r SMA NEGERI 8 MEDAN +620227417 0268 davifadillahd19@gmail.com Computer Natwark Tachnalogy
5 Farel Anvara Putra L SMA NEGERI 3 MEDAN +62 851 8956 8680 farelanvaraputrag2gmail.com Computer Network Technology
6 Gabrisl Nicky Saralh M SMAN 16 Modan +62 882 0153 34044 snickyy07@amall com Computer Network Tachnalogy
7 Hauan Aquero Torang M SMAN 1 Medan +62 B96 9938 7899 torenghattan@gmail com Computer Netwark Tachnalogy
&  Humairah F SMAN 3 Medan +62 895 3850 96863 humairahira5e 1 @amail.com Computer Netwark Technalogy
a9 Kokoh Nurimante M SMAN 9 Medan +62 B8 9612 9374 kokakh imanto@gm. om
10 Mada ardhinata F SEMA N 16 MEDAN +62 822 7634 1158 ardhiararar566@@ gmail com
11 Maya Hasanah F SMAN 16 Medan +62 821 4480 3653 mayahasanah357@gmail com Computer Network Tachnology
12 Muhammad Adzikry Maulana ™ SMAN 18 MEDAN +62 8217238 7048 adzikrymaulana0@gmail.com Computer Natwork Tachnalogy
13 Muhammad Fajar Siddig M SMAN 1 Suruh - Salatiga Semarang +62 8216536 7662  muhammadfajarshiddig33@gmall cam Computer Natwork Tachnalogy
14 M SMAN 13 Modan +62 812 6459 7256 reminadhif2@gmail com Computer Netwark Tachnalogy
15 F SMAN 1 +62 6357212 9484 destiantiputi12@amail com Computer Netwark Technalogy
16 3 M SMAN 1 +62 811 6152 007 oyoy8a166@gmail com
17  Reswara Kurdhinal Bangun M SEMAN 1 +62 822 6841 7525 reswarabangun@@gmail com Co
18 Silvia Nabila F SMAN 1 +62 821 6464 3400 ooxdilbid05@@gmail com Computer Network Tachnology
19 WILDA BR MANIK F SMAN 1 i +62 822 7536 9854 wildabrm@gmall.com Computer Network Tachnalogy
Wisnu Pramudiarta Kusumah ™ SMAS Nurul Hayah - Brabes +62 8139578 7688 whsnupramudiarta@amall cam Computer Natwork Tachnalogy
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1 ®F athia Ananda Aist F SMAIT Thariq Bin Ziyad +62 812 8231 8450 fathia-15@smaittharig.sch.id Footware & Fashion Design
2 Hafizhah Dina F SMA Sains Tanfids Al-Quran Al-Ammar Medan  +6281361157620 hafizhahdinacanshol@gmail. com Audio Video Multimedia Technology
3 Jesslyn Nicolas F SMA Pius Tegal +62 851 4321 5524 jesslynnicolas@gmail.com Footware & Fashion Design
4 Khairiyyah Alma Faaiza F SMK Boash 1 +62 812 8034 5462 khairiyyahalma@gmail.com Footware & Fashion Design
5 Muhammad Fatih Robbany M SMKN 7 Jakarta +62 812 9013 0381 tihorange@gmail.com Audio Video Multimedia Technology
6 Muhammad Rafi gunawan M SMAIT Thariq Bin Ziyad +62 822 6011 0188 gunawanrafi2@gmail.com Audio Video Multimedia Technology
7 NOVITA PUTRI MERANI F SMA Sains Tanfids Al-Quran Al-Ammar Medan ~ +62 887 0856 3188 novitaptrimerani@gmail. com Audio Video Multimedia Technology
8  Zefania Immanuela Kang F SMA KATOLIK W.R. SOEPRATMAN 020 SAMARIN +62 812 2345 0220 zefarules@gmail.com Audio Video Multimedia Technology
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Name Gender Institution Phone Number Email Liming Vocational University
1 Fathia Ananda Afist F SMAIT Thariq Bin Ziyad +62 812 8231 8450 fathia-15@smaittharig.sch.id Footware & Fashion Design
2 Hafizhah Dina F SMA Sains Tanfids Al-Quran Al-Ammar Medan ~ +6281361157620 hafizhahdinacanshol@gmail.com Audio Video Multimedia Technology
3 Jesslyn Nicolas F SMA Pius Tegal +62 851 4321 5524 jesslynnicolas@gmail.com Footware & Fashion Design
4 Khairiyyah Alma Faaiza F SMK Boash 1 +62 812 8034 5482 khairiyyahalma@gmail.com Footware & Fashion Design
5 Muhammad Fatih Robbany M SMKN 7 Jakarta +62 812 9013 0381 tihorange@gmail.com Audio Video Multimedia Technology
6 Muhammad Rafi gunawan M SMAIT Thariq Bin Ziyad +62 822 6011 0188 gunawanrafi2@gmail.com Audio Video Multimedia Technology
7 NOVITA PUTRI MERANI F SMA Sains Tanfids Al-Quran Al-Ammar Medan ~ +62 887 0856 3166 novitaptrimerani@gmail com Audio Video Multimedia Technology
8  Zefania Inmanuela Kang F SMA KATOLIK W.R. SOEPRATMAN 020 SAMARIP +62 812 2345 0220 zefarules@gmail.com Audio Video Multimedia Technology

WESIRZZHE2025 B « B &

File Edit View Insert Format Data Tools Extensions Help

Menus & o & § 100% v | £ % 0 00 m3| Calbi v | -[14]+ | B I & A% = MY @B~ =
- fir No
B c D E F G
Interested universities and majors
Suzhou Polytechnic Institute of
No | Name Gender Institution Phone Number Email Agriculture
1 ® Ahmad Rivai Muhlis M SMAN 16 Medan +62 8516253 4118 aertawar123@gmail.com Modern Agriculture
2 Dina Aulia F SMAN 16 Medan +628217006 1748 dinaauliaB40@gmail.com E-Commerce
3 Emwaldy M SMA 1 Lembah Melintang - Sumatera Barat +62 82387502516 sh4757051@gmail.com Modern Agriculture
4 Muhammad Fatih Tsagib M SMAN 13 Medan +62 81360569435 fatihsakep07@gmail.com E-Commerce
5 Muhammad Hafizh M SMAN 16 Medan +6285975391519  mh1290288@gmail.com Modern Agriculture
6 Saada Tamalla Vika F SMAN 16 Medan +62 8316487 6162 tamallavika@gmail.com Modern Agriculture
7 Sakinah Humaidi Al Khairiyah Nasution F SMAN 13 Medan +62 821 6944 0672 sakinahhumaidi@gmail.com E-Commerce
8  Shagila salsabila F SMAN 3 MEDAN +62 81360538539 shagilasalsabilal404@gmail.com E-Commerce
9 Syaluna Jiniandra Putri Simatupang F SMA Al Azhar - Medan +62 81360612756 jiniandra6@gmail.com E-Commerce
0 Vinsensius Apri Yanto Yuwono M SMAK BHAKTI LUHUR Malang +62 857 8425 5240 apriyantovinsensius@gmail.com E-Commerce
Yuhemi Annisa Muthmainna F SMAN 16 Medan +62 822 4719 6630 suherman313.sh1@gmail.com Modern Agriculture
12 Zefania Inmanuela Kang F SMA KATOLIK W.R. SOEPRATMAN 020 SAMARINDA 62 81223450220  zefarules@gmail.com E-Commerce

5.2 Discussion

797

This is an open-access article under the CC BY-SA license. @ @@
Copyright © 2025 by Author


https://conference.ut.ac.id/index.php/fusion

Proceedings of Forum for University Scholars in Interdisciplinary Opportunities and

@ Networking

""s\o Graduate School, Universitas Terbuka
FO https://conference.ut.ac.id/index.php/fusion

Based on the results of the first logical approach in 2022, the student was already enrolled at
Changsha University in 2023, pursuing a computer network technology program. With a target of 20
students for each university, only three students were successfully accepted, with only one university
being targeted. Then, based on the previous experience, the logical approach in 2023 for 2024 showed
an increase in student enthusiasm for the scholarship program to continue their education abroad through
the China scholarship program, although not yet significant. However, for counselors, this was already
a remarkable increase, and the student was already enrolled at his target university to pursue his
scholarship program in September 2024. Now, the logical approach in 2024 for 2025 has seen a
remarkable increase, with two of the three targeted universities meeting their targets and one university
experiencing an increase in student interest. In each of these logical approaches, counselors also provide
additional services for students interested in continuing their education through scholarships, including
free basic Mandarin language training via Zoom. Counselors also provide parents with step-by-step
updates on student progress as a form of their responsibility to students while they wait for the next
stage, namely the selection interview, the final stage before the announcement of acceptance. Thus, any
doubts parents may have had are addressed with this logical approach.

6. Conclution

Overall, the counselors' use of a logical approach to encourage Indonesian parents and
students to explore educational programs in China through scholarships was quite satisfactory. This
method allows counselors to interact directly with parents and students and to identify their talents and
interests in continuing their education abroad through scholarship programs. Therefore, in the future,
Indonesia's younger generation will gradually begin to reduce the educational level, which only covers
12 years of compulsory education. This will enable the nation's aspiration of a Golden Generation,
evolving from a developing country to a developed one, to become a developed one. Parents can also
easily engage directly in the consultation and communication process regarding their children's
interests and talents, enabling them to continue to higher levels, and experience the satisfaction of
receiving real-world information from counselors.

The counselor hopes that in the future, more Indonesian students will be interested in pursuing
higher education using a logical approach through scholarships to China. This is because, in the future,
China will dominate not only the economic sector but also other fields, proving the controversial hadith
of the Prophet, "Seek knowledge even as far as China," which aligns with the religious commandments
contained in the Quran:

v Qs. Al-Alaqg: 1-5 states the importance of reading and seeking knowledge.[11]

v Qs. At-Taubah: 122 states that seeking knowledge is equivalent to fighting in jihad.[12]

v Qs. Al-Mujadalah: 11 states that Allah will elevate the status of those who are given knowledge.[13]
v Qs. Az-Zumar: 9 states that only those with sound mind can receive lessons.[14]

v Qs. Thaha: 114. reveals the breadth of knowledge.[15]

v Qs. Sad: 29. states that the Qur'an was revealed to pay attention to its verses and to learn lessons.[16]

Do not hesitate to share knowledge with others, because by sharing knowledge with a logical
approach, our knowledge will not run out, instead our knowledge will increase and the rewards and
benefits from what we provide to the wider community in order to achieve the ideals of the Nation and
State.
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