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Abstract: The implementation of the independent curriculum is an important part of the history 

of curriculum development in Indonesia. Curriculum changes in Indonesia have been frequent 

done throughout the history of education in Indonesia. The aim of this research is to reflect on 

one important issue in implementing the independent curriculum namely differentiated learning. 

The method used in this research is qualitative descriptive with a field research approach, data 

collection was carried out by observation, Focus Group Discussion (FGD), and interviews related 

to differentiated learning at the junior high school level. The target school that was the subject of 

data collection was the third generation of Sekolah Penggerak. The research results show that 

Teachers ' understanding regarding differentiated learning is still not optimal. Some teachers only 

understand partially the part of differentiated learning, while the whole aspects in differentiation 

of processes, content and products have not yet been fully understood. This is being particular 

concern because one the difference between the implementation of the independent curriculum 

and previous curricula is on the learning process. 
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INTRODUCTION 

  

The implementation of the independent curriculum is an important part of the 

history of curriculum development in Indonesia. Curriculum changes in Indonesia have 

been done frequently throughout the history of education in Indonesia (Anwar et al., 

2021), this is intended to improve the curriculum itself, various policy done to get the best 

curriculum, even though there is no one finding a curriculum that will be very suitable 

for all conditions, because development and progress over time. Along with this, 

adjustments are still being made use to repair curriculum content in Education. A more 
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flexible curriculum will be easier implemented by teachers as main actor of the 

curriculum in teaching learning process. 

The background of the implementation of the independent curriculum is the result 

of research from Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) which shows a 

great number fantastically, the results of study showing that 70% of students 15 years old 

is under minimum competency when understand simple reading or apply draft base 

mathematics (Dairi District Government, 2022). This PISA score No experience 

significant improvement in ten up to fifteen-year final. The study shows big gap exists 

between regions and between group socio-economic in quality Study matter. This matter 

aggravated with exists COVID-19 pandemic.  

For overcoming the matter, the Ministry of Education and Culture do simplification 

curriculum in special condition (emergency curriculum) for mitigate learning loss during 

the pandemic. As a result, 31.5% of schools used the emergency curriculum show that 

the use of emergency curriculum can reduce the impact of pandemic 73% (literacy) and 

86% (numeracy), This becomes good findings in the world of education precisely. 

Already become mutual understanding of education around us, this moment Lots of 

parents or current teachers Like to compare the results of study his children to other 

children without any understanding how study performance their children That must see 

in a way intact in context social development, emotional, physical, psychological, etc. As 

parents and teachers, we had Certain experience that the condition Where atmosphere or 

Study condition among students are different, from learning method, ability in learning, 

Study interest too. Therefore, as parents and teachers should realize that every child has 

their own learning style from each other.  

By awareness and realize that, as parents and teachers will do easier for pushing a 

way or performance child Study achievement more maximum. It has been known that 

every teacher should know his students in a way more individual, so they can apply the 

appropriate learning strategies for the development of their study process. so, the required 

understanding in a way comprehensive about differentiate learning can be used to 

maximizing potency of student in learning. Differentiate learning is a learning 

instructional technique where teachers use various method teaching for fulfil everyone 

needs student in accordance with students need. Their Need form existing knowledge, 

learning style, interest, and understanding to subjects. Differentiate learning is expected 

can become solution to several problems around student (Wijaya et al., 2022) (Maulidia 

& Prafitasari, 2023) (Marantika et al., 2023). 

Basically, differentiate learning possibly given by every teacher for meeting and 

interact with students at comparable levels with their knowledge level, then for prepare 

preference their study, for that is so This differentiates learning has objective for creating 

equality Study for all students and bridging gap Study among the achievers with those 

who do not achievement. In short, differentiate learning is a learning process that is 

created like that appearance so that student feel challenged and enjoy for Studying. The 

important thing is that several students have Certain level of good knowledge about some 

topic in certain subject, whereas other students do not Because students have their own 

knowledge in every topic. Apart from that, some students also have more ability in 

understanding lesson and faster in gaining the lesson If he/she listens explanation from 

the teacher directly or via audio, meanwhile several students can Study effectively if 

he/she participates actively in the learning process, and several other students must use 
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up the time for reading alone to get knowledge in a way whole and more complete. 

Besides, we also might own happy children learn and collaborate in a small group, 

temporary several other children Like Study in their independent way (Deswita et al., 

2024) (Farida, 2023). 

There are These differences must be addressed by every teacher with method 

displays differentiation content and variety possible approach ensure that all material 

Study has customized with need participant students who have different ability in 

teaching learning process (Ayuningtyas et al., 2023). There are four factors role involved 

in increasing different learning These are: content, process, product, and environment of 

study. In principle, in this differentiate learning, the goal of learning in the classroom 

must be the same although teaching materials, assessments, and methods delivery Can 

different based on the needs of each student. 

Implementation of Learning Methods Differentiate can implemented by the teacher 

in four aspects, namely: Content is material learning itself. This matter can be 

differentiated in several methods. First, students who have mastery level or higher 

knowledge of some subjects. Several students Possible has no previously knowledge 

about the lesson, several students Possible has partial knowledge, and several other 

students possible has control knowledge about that lesson. Second, learning style of 

students are also different. There could be visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learners. A 

visual learner of course can easily get new knowledge through visual representation of 

certain topic lesson. On the other hand, auditory learners will more capably understand 

topic in a way better when He listen via audio or oral explanation from the teacher. 

Whereas kinesthetic learner, a student will faster understand and get the lesson when He 

can participate in a way physically in the learning process (Agustiana et al., 2023) (Irawati 

et al., 2022).  

Teacher’s knowledge and understanding about this matter in teaching will be very 

helpful for teacher in developing various content and teaching materials that can be reach 

and understand by every student easily, so the teachers need to increase and development 

their competence due to deliver a good teaching in the classroom. Process This process 

talk about How a teacher can give proper instructions to every student in the learning 

process. Additionally, sustainable assessment during learning will help teachers in 

understand every student. The teacher will know whether their students have a good 

ability in learning or not. To determine the appropriate learning process and model for 

student, then the teacher must understand different interests, abilities, and knowledge 

levels for every student. Because every student has their own learning method and 

distinctive and unique characteristic each. 

There are many examples for proving that matter. In one classroom, the teacher will 

certainly meet several students who can Study well if they listen instructions audio -based 

or listen voice the teacher directly, on the contrary for other student, just listening to the 

teacher's explanation is not well enough, they should read the explanation repeatedly. 

Whereas several others students can Study well through manipulation object related with 

the content. besides, there are also several students Like work individually, while others 

like Study in collaborative way and work in group. By understanding the need and 

characteristic of every student at the beginning of learning, it is hope will be very helpful 

for internal teacher create a different learning process and help students to study in an 

effective and fun way. a proper learning process implemented by a teacher is ability in 
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demonstrate method and problem solution, then step retreat to order students capable 

replicating the process while keep going offer support along with progress students ' 

learning. Products This involves methods used by teachers in knowing mastery level 

material or teaching materials from every student. For now, mastery material that a 

teacher can do it with method do test, ask student for write report about topics based on 

material lessons, etc. However, whatever method used by the teacher, the evaluation 

method best is suitable method with level interest each student's intellectual and way learn 

who they are. 

For example, a good way for test kinesthetic learner is through practical evaluation, 

meanwhile auditory learner is by doing verbal assessment or verbal test. Besides, new 

students Possible know some topic and can answer question as good as those who have 

understanding more topics well. Therefore, the approach of this product differentiation 

will give student various choice for showing understanding level that they can learn 

individually. Environment of Study Generally, there are two environments of Study for a 

student, that is learn environment what you can increase learning them and the 

environment learn what you can decrease their learning. calm environment and conducive 

learning will capably increase results study, meanwhile noisy environment study will can 

reduce concentration and understanding student to material lesson. Besides that, it's also 

important to understood, at the time consider factor contextual for increase this 

differentiate learning, then classroom design must arrange like that shape and flexibility 

for support work groups and collaboration, as well for encourage and facilitate more 

students Like Work individually and independently. Lastly, environment factors like 

lighting, class atmosphere, class size, settings boards, etc., everything must contribute to 

achievement performance student learning.  

This is several benefits from implementation differentiate learning for students, 

namely: 1. Same growth for all students in principle, differentiate learning adopted for 

support every student in journey Study they. This method is method for reach and 

influence every student in all level. Therefore that, in fact individual, a teacher must can 

increase interest student in the learning and directing process they for realize potency 

Study they optimally. 2. Fun learning when teachers adopt a series of aligned learning 

strategies with type Study students, then student will feel how Study That felt easy and 

fun. 3. Personalized learning differentiate This is student - cantered learning. Teacher 

only develops lesson based on their level knowledge, learning preferences, and student 

interest. Therefore that, environment studying in school must Can support the students 

For Study in a way group or individually. Apart from that, content or material teaching 

prepared by the teacher can includes formats such as: audio, video, and practical material, 

in effort ensure personalized learning That appropriate for every student. 

Besides, Learning Differentiation also has several challenges. Several challenge the 

among others: 1. Time factor though differentiate learning is fun way for teaching, 

however almost surely the teachers do not have enough time for focus on each student 

individually. This matter because every school Already allocate time for every teacher 

and eye their respective lessons. And to That's very possible for teachers to have no 

enough time to use evaluate level knowledge student or group them in accordance with 

knowledge and preferences each student's learning. 2. High Pressure Implementation 

differentiate learning This involve many processes, start from pre-assessment until 

evaluation ongoing, start from planning content to the teaching process, and so on. This 
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matter Of course just can make teachers feel overwhelmed. Apart from that, teachers must 

also serve students Good individually or group. Condition like This No Possible carried 

out by the teacher with amount such a student many in the class. 3. High Cost For 

facilitate differentiate learning, school must have access to various source resources and 

teaching materials for support learning every student. Apart from that, schools must also 

provide material lesson for every topic. This will need finance support in a way 

sustainable as possible cannot fulfilled all by many schools. 

 

METHOD 

This research was carried out using method quantitative with an approach survey, 

research begins with making research instrument from various indicators in differentiated 

learning, then collect information from group respondents by sending several survey 

questions online via the Google form that has been created. Next is tabulation data and 

data analysis. The respondents in this research were all teachers from third generation 

driving schools in Bungo Regency and Tebo Regency. Submitting several survey 

questions via Google Form then collecting data from teachers as respondents, and analyze 

this collected data to produce numerical results. This is the first step towards data 

collection and analysis. The number of respondents who took part in this survey was 77 

people consisting of school principals and teachers from the third Driving School 

Program (PSP) in 6 schools. 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 

Table 1. Recapitulation of Research Results 
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1 Middle 
School A 

17 155 204 75.98 23 34 67.65 60 102 58.82 57 85 67.06 295 425 69.41 

2 Middle 
School B 

17 149 204 73.04 17 34 50.00 46 102 45.10 51 85 60.00 263 425 61.88 

3 Middle 
School C 

10 95 120 79.17 16 20 80.00 41 60 68.33 32 50 64.00 184 250 73.60 

4 Middle 
School D 

11 82 132 62.12 14 22 63.64 35 66 53.03 22 55 40.00 153 275 55.64 

5 Middle 
School E 

8 75 96 78.13 10 16 62.50 21 48 43.75 22 40 55.00 128 200 64.00 

6 Middle 
School F 

14 129 168 76.79 17 28 60.71 42 84 50.00 43 70 61.43 231 350 66,00 

 TOTAL 77 685 924 74,20 97 154 64,08 245 462 53,17 227 385 57,91 1254 1925 65,14 
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On the survey results, the understanding of the Class III Driving School Program 

(PSP) teachers regarding differentiated learning was 65.14%. Results of each indicators 

in differentiated learning are in the following numbers: Concept of differentiated learning 

74.20%, Application differentiation content in learning 64.08 %, Application process 

differentiation in learning 53.17%, Application differentiation products in learning 57.91 

% 2. 

Differentiation learning is a component key of the Merdeka Curriculum in 

Indonesia, which aims to provide students with a personalized and relevant learning 

experience . By admitting that each student has unique strengths , interests , and learning 

styles , differentiated learning allows teachers to adjust instruction to meet the individual 

needs of their students. This approach promotes student engagement , motivation , and 

success academic with certainty that all students have the opportunity to learn and grow 

at their own pace . Students in the Merdeka Curriculum in Indonesia are encouraged to 

take it ownership of their learning and pursuit their interests and passions. 

This personalized approach does not just improve performance academic but also 

promotes a sense of efficiency self and confidence themselves to students. By providing 

A supportive and inclusive learning environment , diverse learning in the Merdeka 

Curriculum empowers students to achieve potency full of them and become lifelong 

students life . Ultimately, this approach helps grow generation thinker critical and 

problem solver equipped to thrive in an ever-changing world. Students are given the 

freedom to explore their own interests are more likely engaged and motivated in their 

studies. Feeling autonomy and agency in their learning journey helps students develop 

important skills such as thinking critical thinking, creativity, and perseverance. 

As a result, they are better prepared to deal with it future challenges and adapt to 

new situations with confidence and resilience . In this way, the Merdeka Curriculum does 

not only focus on success academic but also on nurturing experienced individuals who 

are capable make positive impact in society. For example, a student who is passionate 

about conservation environment Possible choose to focus their studies on sustainability 

led them to conduct research on sourcing energy renewable and participate in initiatives 

cleaning public. By chasing their interests, they not only gain knowledge and skills in 

their chosen field but also develop a sense of purpose and driving drive effort their 

academics. This Approach is to learn in the end enabling students to excel in areas in 

which they are truly passionate , setting them up for success in life their personal and 

professional. The importance of differentiated learning requires teachers to be more 

optimal in their preparation for learning, with maximum preparation it is hoped that the 

learning process will improve can be implemented easily and learning targets will be 

achieved (Hasan et al., 2024). 

In implementing the independent curriculum, differentiated learning is one of the 

things important issue , this is because student- centered learning must be implemented 

effectively create fun learning. However, the survey results on teachers' understanding of 

differentiated learning are still poor shows a number that is not optimal. This is influenced 

by several factors, one of which is teacher readiness in implementing differentiated 

learning (Picasouw et al., 2023) (Ayuningtyas et al., 2023). One of aspects that are still 

not understood completely by the teachers is the difference aspects of differentiation, 

some teachers are still not very clear about how the concept of differentiated learning is 

implemented, both process and content nor product.  
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This needs improvement knowledge for teachers to become literate and collaborate 

again in understanding differentiated learning. (Ningsih et al., 2023) . Differentiated 

learning is carried out by providing varied learning materials according to students' 

understanding (content differentiation aspect). The purpose of this differentiation is so 

that each child can achieve the expected learning goals and in accordance with the 

development stage of each student. Thus, competency-oriented learning requires varied 

and periodic assessments (product differentiation aspects). This kind of learning approach 

is strongly strengthened in the Independent Curriculum.  

Teachers need to adapt learning strategies to students' learning needs, namely 

through the application of differentiated learning. The type of differentiation that can be 

applied by teachers in learning is process, content and product differentiation, learning 

principles and assessment, indicating the importance of developing learning strategies in 

accordance with students' learning achievement stages or what is also known as teaching 

at the right level (TaRL), namely This learning is carried out by providing varied learning 

materials according to students' understanding. The implementation of differentiated 

learning in the classroom consists of several stages, namely: initial assessment, 

preparation of modules and implementation of learning. The journey of implementing the 

independent curriculum in the third generation driving schools has been going on for 1 

year, but the understanding of some teachers is still not optimal in the differentiated 

learning aspect, this shows that the absorption of material during mentoring and 

independent activities in the implementation of the independent curriculum has not yet 

been maximally absorbed. It is hoped that in the following years teachers' knowledge and 

understanding will increase, so that at the end of the mentoring or in the third year all 

teachers will understand the concept of differentiated learning perfectly. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

To improve differentiated learning effectively in the implementation of the 

Independent Curriculum, educators must consider and pay attention pattern application 

differentiation during learning, application various teaching strategies that meet students' 

diverse needs and learning styles. This can cover use of models and methods Diverse 

teaching, combining based learning projects, collaborative group work, and real -world 

contextualization of concepts to engage students in their learning. In addition, educators 

must provide chance for students to reflect on their learning experiences and create 

connection between learning. By encouraging students to think critically and creatively, 

educators can introduce culture of lifelong learning life and continuous improvement 

among students. Future research in implementing differentiated learning in Indonesia is 

expected to focus more on evaluation the effectiveness of this strategy in improving 

student learning outcomes and preparing them for success in the future come. 
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